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Good morning to all ambassadors and world delegates, I am

delighted to have been invited to share with you my contributions to the field of
music in special education.  This is my seventh ABI/IBC annual meeting that I attended and many of you are familiar with my work reaching our most profoundly challenged children. Each day progress is made building the cognitive

abilities of our children with autism and developmental disabilities. Music, with its

built in structures, melodic content, and its ability to universally communicate is an integral part of the success of this process. Using visual prompts of signs, symbols and colors help bridge understanding between the concrete and abstract.   Teaching in an audio-visual-tactile-kinesthetic manner combining our

senses is the norm to reach today’s diverse student – my work is documented

in the unique in the field publication” An Attitude and Approach for Teaching Music to Special Learners”. First published by Janet Evans and Pentland Press, it has now been picked up for its second edition by the world wide educational publishers Rowman & Littlefield due to come out this September 2008. Available

for translations into your native languages, it is a guide for teachers to reach those students that many for centuries have been considered unreachable.


My portion of last night’s Concert of Artistic Expression concluded with the
theme of a song called “Beautiful Dreamer”.  It was written by America’s pioneer

songwriter, Stephen Collins Foster in 1862 and remains an all-time favorite.  The words are as soothing today as they were in yesterday,


“Beautiful dreamer, wake unto me.

            Starlight and dewdrops are waiting for thee.


 Sounds of the rude world heard in the day,


Lull’d by the moonlight have all passed away.

           Beautiful dreamer, queen of my song.


List while I woo thee with soft melody.


Gone are the cares of life’s busy throng,


Beautiful dreamer, awake unto me!

           Beautiful dreamer, awake unto me!”
Stephen Foster worked hard at his songwriting giving careful thought
to represent the various immigrant populations of the United States. His songs

were immensely popular giving a “voice” to trends across the nation. He was a pioneer ahead of his time like our great poets and prophets. He wrote
before the invention of sound recordings and radio. He was self-schooled literate

in music and world affairs.  In today’s standards Stephen Collins Foster with

his output of songs would be worth millions of dollars. Yet, Stephen Foster

died in New York on January 13, 1864 at age 37 with 38 cents in his pocket and a penciled scrap of paper that read, “dear friends and gentle hearts”, a socially-emotionally-physically devastated man.  Let us flashback to 1791 -   Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart died in Vienna, a pauper at age 35 and is buried in an unmarked grave.  As an educator, I feel a responsibility to tell these stories of the exceptionally talented so that we can better take care of our most gifted members of society and help them to cope with the pressures of daily living.  Their contributions have served to effect societal change and our lives are enhanced daily by their musical gifts past and present.


The twice –exceptional learner is one who is academically and/or artistically gifted but who has a disability which affects some aspect of their learning.  These children have high intelligence and many times are able to compensate or mask over their disability.  However, as the children experience discrepancies between their strengths and weaknesses, social, emotional, and behavioral problems may develop from frustration of not having their learning needs met.  The National Education Association (2006) reports that twice-exceptional are found within every socioeconomic, cultural, racial, and ethnic population, present in most classrooms. National Education Association says that frequently these children are the most under-identified and under-served population in our schools. If a disability is severe enough to warrant classification under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, the child will be lucky to get special support services, but if the discrepancy between achievement and ability is not within certain categorical guidelines, the twice-exceptional student will not get the special services, programs and instructions that they need to address both their giftedness and their disability.  That is a shame, because without these services National Education Association highlights that our society is at risk for losing those very unique individuals that contribute the most to our innovations, our discoveries, our leadership, and our artistic gifts.  In the first edition of

my book, An Attitude and Approach to Teaching Music to Special Learners,

I highlight five twice-exceptional performers who serve as a teaching example to showcase an example of a twice-exceptional composer/performers: Louis Armstrong, Ludwig van Beethoven, George Gershwin, W.C.Handy, Giuseppe Verdi.(See powerpoint slide 2.) National Education Association identifies the twice –exceptional as  gifted students with physical disabilities, gifted students with sensory disabilities, gifted students with emotional and/or behavioral disorders, gifted students with attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder, and gifted students with learning disabilities (NEA, III., 6). Discussing current role models will put a face to each category.

Gifted students with physical disabilities (powerpoint slide 3)


Current role models in music in this category include



Violinist Itzhak Perlman



Bass-Baritone Thomas Quasthoff



Tenor Ronan Tynan

                      Pianist Leon Fleisher


Gifted students with sensory disabilities (powerpoint slide 5)

           Current role models in music in this category include


           Percussionist Dame Evelyn Glennie
                      Singer/Songwriter Stevie Wonder

                     Singer/Songwriter the late Ray Charles

                     Tenor Andrea Bocelli
                      Composer/Arranger/Vocalist Brian Wilson

Gifted students on the autism spectrum (powerpoint slide 6)


Current role models in music in this category include


Author/Musician/Singer Donna Williams

                     Composer Hikare Ôe

                     Marimba performer Thristen “Tum-Tum” Mendoza
                     Pianist/Recording Artist the late Glenn Gould


Gifted students with emotional/behavioral disorders (powerpoint slide 7)


Current role models in music in this category include



Piano virtuoso- the late John Ogdon

                      Jazz great -the late Charles “Buddy” Bolden

                      Jazz Pianist- the late Thelonious Monk

                      Bass Genius –the late Jaco Pastorius


                      Piano virtuoso- the late Vladimir Horowitz

Gifted students with learning disabilities and attention deficits


The largest subcategory of students requiring specialized 



services – the most concrete profile as role model in music would  



 be Albert Einstein who did not speak until age 3, had difficulty

                      reading, was a passionate musician and accomplished violinist,

                      mathematical genius and scientist. (powerpoint slide 8)
The aforementioned role models in music have made their personal lives public so that future generations may learn from their pain and struggles. With greater understanding there should be less tragic life endings like Stephen Foster and
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.  Shouldn’t their lives have been as enriching as their

music which has enriched ours throughout the decades?  “No society can afford to ignore its most gifted members, and all must give serious thought to how best to nurture and educate talent. (Ellen Winner, Gifted Children, 1996). How do we do this?  The wonderful song “Leave the World a Little Bit Better”(Charlotte Diamond, 2003, used with permission) has a few answers. Please join with me in song and sign.

Thank you for all the positive work that you do each and every day of your life. It was again a great privilege to speak with you and to share my life work in teaching music to exceptional children.  Please join me in further conversation

so that we can form collaborative educational projects to benefit our youth.  May God bless you and keep you. Be well.                               Oxford, UK, July 2008
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