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1.
Background 

What women composers have you programmed?
What women composers do you know?
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http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDYyNTY0MjYxMDU4Mzg3MDQ4NTYiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFNRFFkekt4cnFGanZwSW5ERDk2Tm5ESnlCMlgwNHhTWDBCSVFxUGRYS0hNIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLW11bHRpcGxlQ2hvaWNlIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6ImczNWYzOTExOTJfMDI5IiwiY29udGVudEluc3RhbmNlSWQiOiIxTURRZHpLeHJxRmp2cEluREQ5Nk5uREp5QjJYMDR4U1gwQklRcVBkWEtITS9hYmZjYjE0MS0xZWY1LTQ3NTQtYWZjYi1kNGVmNzVjOGI2YmEifQ==pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Representation 
Matters
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Current NYSSMA Women Composers (String List)

Level 1: 7 women
Level 2: 7 women
Level 3: 6 women
Level 4: 3 women
Level 5: 3 women
Level 6: 1 woman
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Current NYSSMA Women Composers (Band List)

Level 1: 4 women
Level 2: 4 women
Level 3: 5 women
Level 4: 6 women
Level 5: 8 women
Level 6: 4 women



““Each time a woman stands up 
for herself, without knowing it 
possibly, without claiming it, 

she stands up for all women.”

Maya Angelou
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2.
Women Composers to Celebrate

These are women composers who have composed for 
or been arranged for strings, symphonic orchestra, 

concert band and wind ensemble.
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http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDYyNTY0MjYxMDU4Mzg3MDQ4NTYiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFNRFFkekt4cnFGanZwSW5ERDk2Tm5ESnlCMlgwNHhTWDBCSVFxUGRYS0hNIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLW11bHRpcGxlQ2hvaWNlIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6ImdjZDYxYjJkMWRmXzBfMjMiLCJjb250ZW50SW5zdGFuY2VJZCI6IjFNRFFkekt4cnFGanZwSW5ERDk2Tm5ESnlCMlgwNHhTWDBCSVFxUGRYS0hNLzg5MWVmZDAyLWZlMGItNGY3OS1iYzIzLTY1MjdiMjg5NjhmZCJ9pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


About this templateMarianna Martines
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HerSTORY (1744-1812)

➢ Founded a singing school
➢ Held weekly music parties - would play 

4-hand piano pieces with Mozart
➢ Composed vocal music, piano music, 

sinfonia for orchestra

LISTEN
➢ Sinfonia in C Major
➢ Dixit Dominus

https://www.musicbywomen.org/composer/marianne-von-martinez/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9dATRe2oi7c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vktQnL0ozbQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vktQnL0ozbQ


About this templateMaddalena Lombardini-Sirmen
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HerSTORY (1745-1818)

➢ Attended the Ospedale Pietà in Venice
➢ Studied with Tartini
➢ Composed violin concerti, string duos, and 

string quartets

LISTEN

➢ String Quartet in Bb
➢ String Quartet in E

https://wophil.org/the-amazing-mrs-sirmen/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LDWHILnrFBM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1TeWSq2lK0&t=20s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LDWHILnrFBM&t=220


About this templateQueen Lili-uokalani
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HerSTORY (1838-1917)

➢ Last monarch of Hawaii
➢ Composed Hawaii’s 1866 national anthem
➢ Composed tribute to Queen Victoria for the 

Queen’s Jubilee

LISTEN

➢ Aloha ‘oe (1878)

https://www.allclassical.org/the-songs-of-liliuokalani-queen-of-hawaii/
https://digicoll.lib.berkeley.edu/record/99587#?xywh=-586%2C-84%2C2304%2C1666
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_-lv7IjDsQU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t0GMkFDE3iU&t=25


About this templateFrancisca “Chiquinha” Gonzaga
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HerSTORY (1847-1935)

➢ First woman conductor in Brazil
➢ Advocated for end of slavery in Brazil
➢ Composed the first Brazilian Carnival Song

LISTEN

➢ A Sertaneja
➢ Corta-Jaca (concert band)

https://www.jwpepper.com/A-Sertaneja/11399753.item
https://www.jwpepper.com/A-Sertaneja/11399753.item
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G7_-f7lQTT0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ev2GaeGAsAA&t=10


About this templateCécile Chaminade
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HerSTORY (1857-1944)

➢ Called “the greatest woman composer”
➢ Composed 400+ works
➢ 200+ Clubs established in her name in the 

US (toured to sold out shows in 1908)

LISTEN

➢ Scarf Dance for Strings
➢ Concertino for Flute and Wind Ensemble

https://www.musicbywomen.org/composer/cecile-chaminade/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DLheadE3XJc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=679yTudFijo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DLheadE3XJc


About this templateHelen May Butler
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HerSTORY  (1867-1957)

➢ Called “the female Sousa”
➢ Led 24-piece concert band of women - her 

All-American Band
➢ Played for Teddy Roosevelt at the White 

House and the St. Louis World’s Fair

LISTEN

➢ Cosmopolitan America

Image from Billboard, 1902

https://temposenzatempo.blogspot.com/2013/01/helen-may-butler-and-her-all-american.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JUBa63PjA2c&list=RDJUBa63PjA2c&start_radio=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JUBa63PjA2c&t=8
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About this templateFlorence Price
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HerSTORY (1887-1953)

➢ First African American woman to have music 
performed by a symphony orchestra (US)

➢ Composed hundreds of works

LISTEN

➢ Adoration
➢ Chorales for band
➢ Resignation (SATB Choral)

https://www.jwpepper.com/sheet-music/search.jsp?setStickyDepartment=true&suggested=&departmentDescriptions=&keywords=florence+price
https://www.jwpepper.com/Adoration/11362348.item
https://www.jwpepper.com/Chorales-of-Composers-For-Band/11543171.item
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hnAbDvncT34
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t1OoLYJytc4


About this templateTania León
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HerSTORY  (1943-)

➢ Cuban American composer
➢ Won Pulitzer Prize for Stride
➢ Passionate about education

LISTEN

➢ Alegre for Concert Band
➢ Stride for Symphony Orchestra

Image from tanialeon.com

https://www.tanialeon.com/
https://www.jwpepper.com/sheet-music/media-player.jsp?&productID=2476388&type=audio
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yfuMbD_A6bg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4YxxT66ZSPI


About this templateChen Yi
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HerSTORY (1953-)

➢ Violinist & Composer
➢ Finalist for Pulitzer Prize in 2006
➢ Distinguished Professor

LISTEN

➢ Spring Festival (concert band)
➢ Chinese Folk Song Suite

https://www.jwpepper.com/Chinese-Folk-Song-Suite/11500109.item
https://www.jwpepper.com/Spring-Festival/2473311.item
https://www.jwpepper.com/Chinese-Folk-Song-Suite/11500109.item
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k9qo1Q_cMiY


About this templateJodie Blackshaw
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HerSTORY (1971-)

➢ Australian Composer and Educator
➢ Founded ColourFULL Music
➢ Conservation Series devoted to the climate
➢ Spreadsheet of 1-4 wind composers

LISTEN

➢ Moons North
➢ Lessons from Mother Earth

https://www.jodieblackshaw.com/
https://www.colourfullmusic.com/
https://www.jodieblackshaw.com/female-band-composers
https://www.jodieblackshaw.com/catalogue/13moonsnorth
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-CEDqw7PmA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rKMvuv11pDY


3.
Other Resources

Some places to find women composers
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http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDYyNTY0MjYxMDU4Mzg3MDQ4NTYiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFNRFFkekt4cnFGanZwSW5ERDk2Tm5ESnlCMlgwNHhTWDBCSVFxUGRYS0hNIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLW11bHRpcGxlQ2hvaWNlIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6ImdjZDYxYjJkMWRmXzBfMjkiLCJjb250ZW50SW5zdGFuY2VJZCI6IjFNRFFkekt4cnFGanZwSW5ERDk2Tm5ESnlCMlgwNHhTWDBCSVFxUGRYS0hNLzJkYTYwMWRjLTc1YWQtNGY1Yy04ZmU3LTdkMWEzZWY5OGFhNiJ9pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


composerdiversity.com

https://www.composerdiversity.com/
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDYyNTY0MjYxMDU4Mzg3MDQ4NTYiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFjUXlkdk5ibFNtOFpkRWp0YzlIR0UtYWpaRGRwY0JnTlBqQ3Ewb0FQT2xFIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWVtYmVkZGVkV2Vic2l0ZSIsInNsaWRlSWQiOiJnMTE0N2NmMzczNDFfMF8xODAiLCJjb250ZW50SW5zdGFuY2VJZCI6IjFjUXlkdk5ibFNtOFpkRWp0YzlIR0UtYWpaRGRwY0JnTlBqQ3Ewb0FQT2xFLzgxZjE1MWY4LTM0MzUtNDMxZS1iNWZiLTQ2OWI1N2I1N2E3MCJ9pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


https://www.thinglink.com/scene/1022922291387826177

https://www.thinglink.com/scene/1022922291387826177
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDE0MTg4MDYxMDk3MTM1MTc1NTciLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFjUXlkdk5ibFNtOFpkRWp0YzlIR0UtYWpaRGRwY0JnTlBqQ3Ewb0FQT2xFIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWVtYmVkZGVkV2Vic2l0ZSIsInNsaWRlSWQiOiJnMTE0N2NmMzczNDFfMF8zMTAiLCJjb250ZW50SW5zdGFuY2VJZCI6IjFjUXlkdk5ibFNtOFpkRWp0YzlIR0UtYWpaRGRwY0JnTlBqQ3Ewb0FQT2xFL2U0YmEwMjNhLWM4YjAtNDE0Yy05Yjk0LWU5MjlhYWRmNjNhOCJ9pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


musicbyblackcomposers.org

https://www.musicbyblackcomposers.org/
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDE0MTg4MDYxMDk3MTM1MTc1NTciLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFjUXlkdk5ibFNtOFpkRWp0YzlIR0UtYWpaRGRwY0JnTlBqQ3Ewb0FQT2xFIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWVtYmVkZGVkV2Vic2l0ZSIsInNsaWRlSWQiOiJnMTE0N2NmMzczNDFfMF80NDAiLCJjb250ZW50SW5zdGFuY2VJZCI6IjFjUXlkdk5ibFNtOFpkRWp0YzlIR0UtYWpaRGRwY0JnTlBqQ3Ewb0FQT2xFLzM5MjU2OGZiLWJmMDYtNGJiNC1hN2IwLWQxMjE0NGVhNWMwNCJ9pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Musicology Map of Women Composers

https://svmusicology.com/mapa/?lang=es
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDE0MTg4MDYxMDk3MTM1MTc1NTciLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFjUXlkdk5ibFNtOFpkRWp0YzlIR0UtYWpaRGRwY0JnTlBqQ3Ewb0FQT2xFIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWVtYmVkZGVkV2Vic2l0ZSIsInNsaWRlSWQiOiJnMTE0N2NmMzczNDFfMF82MzkiLCJjb250ZW50SW5zdGFuY2VJZCI6IjFjUXlkdk5ibFNtOFpkRWp0YzlIR0UtYWpaRGRwY0JnTlBqQ3Ewb0FQT2xFLzFiNDlkNDkzLTNlNTEtNDYzZS1iMmIwLWI0ZGU2OTBjYTU1NyJ9pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Women Pioneers of the NY Philharmonic

Women pioneers of the NY 
Philharmonic

https://artsandculture.google.com/story/women-pioneers-of-the-ny-phil/MQJCw3sHt-QqJA
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDE0MTg4MDYxMDk3MTM1MTc1NTciLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFjUXlkdk5ibFNtOFpkRWp0YzlIR0UtYWpaRGRwY0JnTlBqQ3Ewb0FQT2xFIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWVtYmVkZGVkV2Vic2l0ZSIsInNsaWRlSWQiOiJnMTE0ODg1NjhkZTdfMF8wIiwiY29udGVudEluc3RhbmNlSWQiOiIxY1F5ZHZOYmxTbThaZEVqdGM5SEdFLWFqWkRkcGNCZ05QakNxMG9BUE9sRS8xMTcwNGZhZC02ZmI3LTQxYTctYjM2ZS1jMmI5NTk3YzM1ZmMifQ==pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Nokuthula 
Ngwenyama

Jean 
Ahn

Gabriela 
Lena Frank

Katie O’Hara 
Labrie

Kathryn 
Griesinger

Soon Hee 
Newbold

Lauren 
Bernofsky

Shirl Jae 
Atwell

Susan H. Day Jessie 
Montgomery

Deborah Baker 
Monday

Sandra 
Dackow

 Yukiko 
Nishimura

WOMEN STRING COMPOSERS!!
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Women String Composers



Alex 
Shapiro

Julie 
Giroux

Valerie
Coleman

Anne
McGinty

Lauren 
Bernofsky

Valerie
Capers

Katherine
Bergman

Chen
Yi

Cindy
McTee Yukiko 

Nishimura

WOMEN STRING COMPOSERS!!
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Women Band Composers

Jodie 
Blackshaw



Hildegard Publishing

◉ Featuring works 
of women like
○ Bonds
○ Lombardini
○ Schumann
○ Farrenc
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https://www.hildegard.com/


Music By Women
Learn the stories of
◉ Band composers
◉ Theorists
◉ Amy Beach
◉ Elfrida Andrée
◉ Ethel Smyth
◉ Avril Coleridge Taylor 

And many more
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https://www.musicbywomen.org/composers/


ColourFULL Music (Wind Band)

https://www.colourfullmusic.com/
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiJ1bmtub3duIiwicHJlc2VudGF0aW9uSWQiOiIxWG91YmhMbWhmb0puRVd2X2F3aFZ6Rm5ZTFcwU2phT3BZblRiaE5kY1J3byIsImNvbnRlbnRJZCI6ImN1c3RvbS1yZXNwb25zZS1lbWJlZGRlZFdlYnNpdGUiLCJzbGlkZUlkIjoiZ2M1OTI5NDlmMTNfMF84OSIsImNvbnRlbnRJbnN0YW5jZUlkIjoiMVhvdWJoTG1oZm9KbkVXdl9hd2hWekZuWUxXMFNqYU9wWW5UYmhOZGNSd28vZDgxN2UzNjEtNWYwZC00YjYwLTk1YTktNTkxOTE5ZmJkMWM5In0=pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Thanks!

ANY QUESTIONS?

You can find me at:
susan.davis@qc.cuny.edu

31

mailto:susan.davis@qc.cuny.edu


women
In

music
#herstory
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