YOUR SCHOOL LETTERHEAD
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


CONTACT:
(Name)

(Phone Number)

(Email Address)

(Name of School and Ensemble) to Perform at

Empire State Plaza during 
NYSSMA’s Music In Our Schools Month
(Date, Location) – The students of the (name of school ensemble) will have their talents showcased at Albany’s Empire State Plaza on (insert date) as part of Music In Our Schools Month. 
Sponsored by the New York State School Music Association (NYSSMA), the event was created in Nassau County in 1972 and was the first coalition that advocated support for music education programs throughout New York State. In 1985, the idea was adopted by the National Association for Music Education.
“We are proud of the students in our music program and are thrilled to be able to showcase their collective talent during Music In Our Schools Month in Albany,” said (director of music, principal, etc.). “Our legislators and folks from all over the state will see and hear first hand what we’ve known for a long time – that music education is strong in (name of community).

The Legislature of the State of New York has a history of supporting NYSSMA and Music In Our Schools Month. In 1980, it financed a weekend of music by the all-state band, orchestra and chorus in the Convention Center in Albany. This event expanded into one known as ``The Capital Experience,’’ a program that includes daily concerts by our students throughout the Plaza.

NYSSMA, the New York State School Music Association, is the largest state affiliate of the National Association for Music Education.

The Mission of the New York State School Music Association (NYSSMA) is to advocate for and improve music education across New York State by promoting and producing appropriate activities and programs for its membership and students in member school music programs.
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